THE   QUESTING   BEAST
" Sooto of Oramar," he said, " I will spare your life as
you spared mine twenty-four years ago. I am Petros of
Baz."
Then Agha Petros reminded him of the boys on their
way to school and of how he had captured them, and
gradually remembrance came back to Sooto*
Agha Petros gave him a sword in gratitude, and Sooto
gave Agha Petros a knife.
In 1917 Agha Petros with his Assyro-Chaldean troops
captured the village of Oramar itself; but his friend was
dead, having been killed earlier in the war.
When Agha Petros was in the twenties he traded in
Persian carpets, but because he knew English he was
ambitious for more and richer trade in lands where this
language was spoken. Thus it came about that he set
his heart on going to the United States of America. He
managed to obtain the necessary passport and ticket, but he
was uncertain whether he should take only his portable
stock with him, or send a large consignment of rugs ahead
and then follow with the amount with which he could
conveniently travel. But in whose hands could he trust his
valuable rugs? He knew no one in America. He had no
knowledge of how one sent goods ahead. One thing he
did know was that the United States was a Christian country
and that there was a rich chieftain in New York named
Rockefeller. He would send him the carpets and ask him,
as a Christian geritleman, to look after them till he came to
claim them in person. This he did, and some months later
he sailed himself for New York.
On his arrival the first thing he had to do was to find
an hotel, and this he succeeded in doing after much trouble
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